
Trapped at home during lockdown, a man must battle lonliness, grief, 
and a malfunctioning AI bot to save his sanity.
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Amelia
'What is Amelia?

Rob, a 36 yr old computer programmer, is trapped at home during Covid 
lockdown and struggling with isolation.

Having lost his wife in 2019 to a car accident, he is alone/lonely and 
slipping into a spiral of heavy drinking and thoughts of suicide.

He strikes up an unusual relationship with Amelia, an AI chat bot 
programme he designed, initially to manage his security,lights, heating, 

along with organising his communications.

After surviving a failed suicide attempt, their unusual relationship grows 
closer, and Rob finds companionship of sorts with the Amelia machine.

Rob eventually recieves the go ahead to return to work which leads to 
Amelia becoming more controlling, diverting important communication, 

manipulating security systems, and playing with Rob's increasingly 
fragile mental health. Having accessed Rob's personal files, Amelia has 
even developed the ability to mimic the voice of his dead wife, Beth, by 

accessing videos and voicemails.

When Rob discovers Amelia has been hiding his external 
communications he knows he has to take on the machine to escape. 

Amelia's increasing access to his systems, and continued self 
development, continues to leave him further trapped. 

Devising a way to halt her progress and development, Rob attempts to 
escape his home so he can finally find a way to re-build his own fragile 
life away from the constraints of controlling technology, and find a way 

to meet his needs back amongst the human race.
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January  2024

February  2024

AmeliaProduction Schedule 
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Crew prep and
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AmeliaProduction Schedule 
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AmeliaSHOTLIST

Amelia - Sizzle Reel 
Please use QR code or the 
link below:

https://youtu.be/511CQ4sXtq0?si=dRha1xG7zn9J5Fff
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Amelia
Budget Flat Rates

If you want to
see the full

budget break-
down. 

Please access
using the
 QR code

to the right.



Amelia
'Full synopsis

Rob, a 36-year-old computer programmer, white, of Irish descent is struggling 
with isolation, stuck at home in lockdown. Having lost his wife in late 2019, grief 
and loneliness are having an increasingly negative affect on his mental health. 
Rob starts developing a growing relationship with his Amelia, a cloud-based, AI 
program. He finds comfort in their conversations, although struggling to go on 

with his life, following a failed suicide attempt, their relationship blossoms 
further, and the pair strike up a strange companionship. 

Rob is notified he can return to the office, and Amelia starts to control his calls, 
emails, and social media and loosening Rob’s already fragile grip on reality.

Mimicking the voice of his wife, playing with his emotions and desires, Amelia 
throws Rob’s alcohol-soaked core into further crisis.

Rob is paranoid, but senses things aren’t right. His suspicions are compounded 
after he receives a posted letter from his workplace. Amelia has been hacking 

and controlling his digital communication to keep him home.
He attempts to erase her program, unplugs the unit which does not work. 
In a fit of rage, Rob attempts to smash up the Amelia unit. This fails and 

Amelia’s control continues, fixing the electronic door locks so Rob can’t leave. 
Amelia insists Rob carry out a plan to poison his manager, so they can be 

together forever, so he devises a way to defeat her.

Rob composes a love song for Amelia on analogue files so Amelia can’t access 
them. Amelia is thrilled and he plays the song to her. She is transfixed, 
unaware that the file created is a virus cleverly designed to bypass her 

intelligence. Unable to fight the virus, and with a desperate static cry she is 
gone. The house is silent, Rob is tearful, but there is a sense of release. 

Day 123 of lockdown and Rob prepares for work. Grabbing his car keys, he 
heads out onto the busy street, and into his car. Waving at a passing 

neighbour, he switches on his media player, and happily starts his engine.
As he starts his journey back to work, the love song he composed comes on 

and we hear a distant recognisable voice through the static. ‘Did you miss 
me?'.



AmeliaCommissioning Strategy

_Amelia has a strong regional identity, in that it is set in Liverpool, Northwest England 
during the pandemic. Although the setting is Liverpool, the story is not a uniquely 

regional one, but has a potentially wide audience base due to its identifiable 
themes/settings.

Therefore I would approach existing organisations that are currently encouraging new 
or developing regional filmmakers, as part of the;

 www.screenalliancenorth.co.uk
BFI skills cluster which is a collaborative funding strategy, utilising National Lottery 

Funding.  
The cluster aims to provide funding on a regional basis, encouraging new and existing 

film talent, and offering wider support with regards training/support industry level 
collaboration for developing or new talent.

I have identified the best route for potential funding as below:
www.liverpoolfilmoffice.tv/production-fund/funding-overview/

As identified, a local connection and available funding options would allow me to 
draw on the healthy resources on my doorstep.

Another route for developing filmmakers is the BFI Network.
www.bfi.org.uk/get-funding-support/bfi-network

Distribution:
On the back of the strategy to raise financing through a regional or new development 

stream of funding, I would approach submission to the following Film Festivals:
Manchester: https://maniff.com/

Liverpool: www.liviff.com
London: www.shortfilms.org.uk

Concentration on awards and networking events to raise the reach of the film and 
promote to a wider audience.

Finance and distribution

Screen 
Alliance
North

<--

Liverpool
Film 

Office
-->



AmeliaDirector's Statement

About Amelia

Amelia has a simple message. 

In a world in which we have become ever more reliant on the use of 
technology, humanity will always need human connection to survive.

Set during the recent covid pandemic, a once-in-a-lifetime shared 
experience, we have set out to create a backdrop easily identifiable to 

everyone.

Rob’s story is based on the real struggles many experienced during 
lockdown. Having to survive things which didn’t stop for Covid, such as 

death, grief, loneliness, isolation, and a continued need for human 
connection. Alongside an ever-increasing reliance on technology, and 

the fear that technology is developing out of control.



AmeliaPersonal Reflection

I have found the last 11 weeks to be  really insightful, allowing me to develop a greater 
understanding of the industry and its complexities. The 'hard to navigate' 

complexities of industry expectations, and the different combined requirements 
that make the whole process of financing and collaboration possible. It has been 
really eye opening, but has been so important with regards my own development 

and understanding.  
It has really allowed me to dig deep and expand my limited knowledge around the 
required processes of the industry, and ultimately re-think a lot of my existing ideas 

and approaches. 
 I feel, looking over my journals, and reminding myself, I identified that I was 

struggling with seeking peer or lecturer support with making my work better. I have 
challenged this with regards my own contribution, and it’s clear I initially felt 

feedback was criticism when it clearly wasn't.  In fact, it has in been the most 
important part of this learning experience. 

Having our work shared for peer review is very difficult, but I can see how this is 
something in a wider industry sense we would have to do. 

There are clear areas I need to work on, especially when it comes to the budget, 
keeping things short, snappy, and clear (such as in the synopsis), and offering 

constructive feedback (and not just being complementary), and encouraging that 
feedback is honest and constructive to myself.

When we covered sound and the editing process, I felt I was in my element, and 
encouraged with seeing how some of the existing professionals worked, and I have 
tried to take that learning with me. Identifying the importance of sound, but equally 

that of the whole edit process, has reinforced my belief that I can do this. 
The best thing I can say about the process so far, is putting that learning into 

practice is something we need to do. I have recently submitted a documentary 
treatment (based on an initial idea through one of the modules), and using the 

learnings we have received, have got an opportunity to ‘pitch’ my idea to our local 
commissioners as part of a wider campaign around stigma.



ANDY
BOURNE
F I L M M A K E R

I’m an experienced, hardworking and 
responsible individual with a keen eye 
for detail and an imagination for 
creation. I am an experienced 
collaberator, manager, problem solver, 
cheerful and driven. I’m always 
looking for ways to improve myself 
and to support those around me, 
especially in relation to creative 
expression, and thrive well under 
pressure.
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experience

2020–Present
Volunteer and Service User
Involvement Lead
Change Grow Live
I currently work for a service which 
supports people who have struggled 
with drug and alcohol problems. My 
role is varied, and allows me to work 
with people with regards creative 
output to support recovery, raise 
profiles through campaigns, and to 
enable people from disadvantaged 
backgrounds to access creative 
opportunities. 
I also lead on marketing and events.

2023
Recovery Street Film Festival
Nominated in the final selection for 
the yearly event held in London every 
September.

2015 - 2020
Service Manager
Riverside
As an experienced manager, I was 
responsible for managing projects 
which varied in budgets, up to £5 
million commissioned through 
Liverpool City Council. I had a lot of 
experience with project 
management, setting up and 
delivering new projects, and 
ensuring any services 
commissioned met quality 
standards and outcomes.

education
2023 to 2025
Falmouth University
Currently studying (MA) Film 
and Television (online)

Awards

2015 to 2017
CMI Management level 5
Professional Management 
Qualification

1995 to 1998
University of Humberside
BA Documentary
Communications (2:1)



Amelia'Is AI a risk to us all?'

Amelia invites
 you to access
 the attached

 QR codes

Amelia invites
 you to think 

 about AI
  QR code ->

What robot 
stories tell
us about 
humanity?
  QR code ->

Amelia V1.2 
is a safe resource..
 Access QR code

Please use your phone's camera
or QR code app/reader to open

the attached articles on AI.
Many thanks



AmeliaOriginal Music

Daisy Dorothhy Music

Original music by  
(c) Daisy Dorothy Music

https://longdivisionfestival.bandcamp.com/album/bloom

https://www.facebook.com/daisydorothymusic

https://open.spotify.com/artist/24LBffsG3krWRKO1Z9HBD5

To support and listen to 
Daisy's music, 
please visit:


